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Great Minds:

Srinivasa Ramanujan FRS born Srinivasa Ra-
manujan Aiyangar, 22 December 1887 — 26 April
1920) was an Indian mathematician. Though he
had almost no formal training in pure mathemat-
ics, he made substantial contributions to mathe-
matical analysis, number theory, infinite series,
and continued fractions, including solutions to

mathematical problems then considered unsolv-
able.

Ramanujan initially developed his own mathemat-
ical research in isolation. According to Hans Ey-
senck, «he tried to interest the leading professional
mathematicians in his work, but failed for the most
part. What he had to show them was too novel, too
unfamiliar, and additionally presented in unusual
ways; they could not be bothered». Seeking math-
ematicians who could better understand his work,
in 1913 he began a postal correspondence with the
English mathematician G. H. Hardy at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, England. Recognising Ra-
manujanys work as extraordinary, Hardy arranged
for him to travel to Cambridge. In his notes,
Hardy commented that Ramanujan had produced
groundbreaking new theorems, including some
that «defeated me completely; I had never seen
anything in the least like them before», and some
recently proven but highly advanced results.
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About

Release date: Decomber 13, 2001 (LISA

Director: Hon Howand

Adapted from: A Seautifel Ming

Awards: Academy Avard for Best Ficlue, MOR

Nominations: Academy Award for Be

MORE

Budget: ¢ nillan LIS
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Velayat University

QUOTE

4
Believing that any malhn:mati?ﬁl problem can be solved is a
strong motivatng factor for someone who works on 1t Inside
us, there is always a |'e:~*.mn‘1'dﬂ1gﬁfnice that there is a problem
ahead, use yﬁ{lgﬁﬂhﬂs to solve _1([ You can find 1t by clear
reasoning. Thére is no place ﬁ{i&iulingﬁ of helplessness and

i

despair in mathematies!, ;2

David Hil 3
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